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CLOSING SPEECH 

HON. WILLIAM E. BOEAH. 



onaltleratloa thi? reBOlulIon ol rntififa- 

Mr. BORAH. Mr. President, I am not rnlaled by tbe debate 
across tbe nlsle into tbe view tbat this treaty will not be ratified. 
I entertain little doubt ttiat sooner or later — and entirely too 
soon— tbe treaty will be ratified wltli the league of nations in It, ■ 
and I am of tbe opinion with tbe reservations In It as tbey are 
now written. There may possibly be some change in verbiage in 
Ditler that there may be a common sharing of parentage, but our 
friends across tbe aisle will likely accept tbe league of nations 
wltb tbe reservations in substance as now written. I tblnh, 
therefore, this moment is just ns appropriate as any other for me 
to express my flntil views with reference to the treaty and tlie 
league of nations. It !s perhaps the last opportunity I shall 
have to state, as briefly os I may, my i-easons for opposing the 
treaty and tlie league. 

Mr, President, after Mr. Lincoln lind been elected President 
before he assumetl the duties of the office and at a time wlien 
all Indications were to the effect tbat we would soon be in the 
midst of civil strife, a friend from tlie city of Washington wrote 
him for instnictions. Mr. Lincoln wi'ote back in a single line, 
■•Entertain no compromise; liave none of it," Tbat states the 
position I occupy at this time and wblcli I have, In an humble 
wayi occupied from tbe 01*81 contention In r^ard to this pro- 
posal. 

My objections to the league have not been met by tbe reserva- 
tions. I desire to state wherein my objections have not been 
met. Let us see what our attitude will be toward Europe and 
wbat our position will be with reference to tbe other nations 
of tbe world after we shall have entered tbe league with tbe 
present reservations written therein. With alt due respect to 
tbose wiiO tbink tbat tbey have accomplished a different thing 
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anil cImllenglQg no man's Intellectual Integrity oi- patriotism, ,T 
do not believe tbe iceerratioos baveotet tAe fundamental propo- 
sitions whicti are involved in.tMa contest. 

Wlien the league sliaU have been formed, we Bivill te a inei^ier 
of what Is known os the council of the league. Out acerefllted 
representative will sit 1q judgment with the accredited repre- 
sentatives of the other members of the league to pass upon the 
concerns not only of ooi- country but of all Bnrf^e and all Asia 
anO the entire world. Our accredited representatives will he 
memtiers of the assembly, Tliey will sit there to represent the 
judgment of these 110,000,000 of pijople, more then, just as we are 
accredited here to represeiil our ecaiBtituencies. We can not 
send our i-^resentativcs to sit In council with the represeatn- 
ttves of the other great natioue of the world with mental reser- 
vations as to what we shall do in case their judgment shall not 
be satisfactory to us. If we go to the council or to the assMBblp 
with any other pui^pose than that of complying in good faitli and 
in absolute integrity with all upon which the council or the as- 
sembly may pass, we shall soon return to our country with our 
self-respect forfeited and the public opinion of the world con- 
demnatory. 

Why need you gentlemen across the nisle worry about n reser- 
vation here or tliore, when we ai'e sitting in the council and 
in the assembly and hound by etery obligation in morals, whlcli 
the President said was supreme above that of law, to comply 
with tlie judgment which our represenfatlve and the other r^n- 
.sentfltives finally form? Shall we go there, Mr. President, to 
sit in judgment, and in case that Judgment works for peace join 
with our allies, but in case It wiM*s for war withdraw our 
cooperation? How long would we stand as we now stand, n 
great Republic commanding tlie respect and holding the leader- 
ship of the world, it we should adopt any such course? 

So. sir, we not oulj- sit In the council and In the assembly 
wltli our accredited representatives, but bear in mind that 
article 11 Is untouched by any reservation which lias been nfflered 
tiere ; and with article 11 untouclied, and Its Integrlt; com^dete, 
article 10 is perfectly superfluous. If any war or threat of 
war sliall he a matter of consideration for the league, and tbe 
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league Shnll take sucU notion as It deems wise to Oeal with It, 
what Is the necessity of article 10? Will not external aggression 
be regnrdeO as a ivar or threat of war? If the iwlttlenl inde- 
pendence of some nation in Enrope Is assailed will it be regardetl 
as a war or threat of war? Is there anything In nrtlelc 10 tliat 
Is not completely covered by article 11? 

It remains complete, and with our representatives twitting in 
the council and the assemtily, and with article 11 complete, 
and with the assembly and the council having Jurisdiction of 
all matters touching the peace of the world, what more do you 
need to bind the United States if you assume that the United 
States is a Nation of honor? 

We have said, Mr. President, that wc would not send our 
troops abroad without the consent of Congress, Pass by now 
for a moment the legal proposition. If we ci'eate executive 
functions, the Executive will perform those functions without 
the authority of Congress. Pass that quesClon by und go to the 
other question. Our members of the council are there. Our 
members of the assembly are there. Article 11 Is complete, 
and it authorizes the league, a member of which is our repre- 
Koutotlve, to deal witli matters of peace onO war, and the league 
through its council and its assembly deals with the matter, 
ahd our accredited representative Joins with the others In decid- 
ing upon a ceitain course, which Involves a question of sending 
troops. What will the Congress of the United States do? What 
rlj;lit will It have left, except the bare technical right to 
refuse, which as a moral proposition it will not dare to exercise? 
Have we not I>een told day by day for the last nine months tliat 
the Senate of the United States, a coordinate part of the treaty- 
uialdng power, should accept this league as It was written 
because the wise men sitting at Versailles had so tvrlttcu It, 
and has not every possible influence and every source of power 
In rrablic opinion been organized and directed against the 
Senate to compel it to do that thing? How much stronger wHt 
be the moral compulsion upon the Congress of the United 
States when we oui'seivcs have Indorsed the proposition of 
sending our accredited representatives there to vote for us? 
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Ak, tmt you Bts tb&t tttere must be uDtmimcniB c 
tkM tiist^ la TBst ^otectton bi iHiaD.tiPoaB .eoBsant. 

i do not wieb to speak -dixpafttglitglr ; bat bse xMit levery 
division «iul dLtun»[(berneD,t «(C ereiy ntttiaB wUtA taas ssttened 
clJsiaoiiibenDeivt takeo place hj iiaa.DiH»ms couMDt for [t3te last 
300 yenrs? Did not Frs^a and Austria aad IBaesia 'bj iHuod-- 
onemB noQseot divide Polantd? Did not iSie United fidctes and 
Oreet Brllaln arad Ja,paji «Ba Hn^ and Fraoce ^vide ChlM. 
and &ve Shantniig 1:o Japni? Was that not <a aBREdaMnia 4*- 
cixtMt? Olose tbe doofv nptm the dlplamats ot Sttrci^, let tbam 
<^ In secret, give them tbe mat^lal to itrade <m, uai these 
alwnys wilt be unanlmoaa consent. 

Bow did JoExm set unasloioiie conwsit? I wnot i» aay liere, 
in mj pitrtiug words upen this ipn^ostdon, tbot I ttare no 
dauM tbe outrage -apeti CbLau was quU£ ae 4listastefid to the 
Pretidettt ^ Hie Usibed Stabes :bs It U ta me. Btct Japan 
sBlldj " I will fiot i^gn yonr treaty uriees yoa torn owea- to are 
^^iBUtuBg, to be tmraed back «t my .dtecrettoD," asA yen teMw 
bsv Japan^s idlscretflau operates inttb r^ftvvmfx to such diiiigB, 
And «o, wbeu xre bt« la the lea^ie, aod ^ur aocreffited r^«- 
seutatlvee ace sLttlsg at iGeners. asd a qacntton -ot grest 
lunnaerit arises, Japan, or Utia^a, or Geiaustiy. «r Great Britain 
ndi) say, "Unless this matter ie adjusted in ei^ ir.tt^ I wSl 
(l€S>art f floui j^omr league." It te tiie same t&Ing, <ipenuURg in 
tlie «ni)ie w«y, onl; «md»' a lllffemtt dat)^ and under a little 
dilterent dnetuni^ueee. 

Mr. Ppesldeot, tf poa i»Te «na«^ itBrrJtory, if jwu iMUse 
eiimi^ wat^^ai, If ymi Itave «do«^ «ilb]ect peoples to ittwile 
^Mi Aud di\-McL. there trJJi be no ^ffieuHy abcat unanlmais 
extent. 

Do wir Democcattc b^ade «"«■ ei^ieot any mnn te «lt a« « 
iueinljei' of tbe caunciJ <u- as & jueniber of tbe «s8eodjJ^ eqnal in 
inteUectuiil poivei' avd In stiiniUue before tlie world JsiOi that 
of our i-ei>resentative at Versailles? Do you inspect a m^n io 
.sit in the couucll n-bo will have wade more pledges, nud J eltoU 
HBMtnie niadf them in sincerity, for aelf-doterinluatloii and lor 
(lie rijflits of small peoples, tlinn bad lii'en madp tjy onr ac- 
i-i-efllted ii-presentatlve? Anfl yet, irhat liecamc of it? Th*- 
unanimous (nmsent *vns obtained nevertheless. 
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But take nnotlier view of it. We &i-e sending to tbe council 
one man. Tliat one uinii rejuesents 110,000,000 people. 

Here, stttiug In tlic Senate, we Imve two from every State in 
the Union, anil over In the other House wo have Itepivsenta- 
tives in accordance with population, and the reBponaiblltty is 
spread out in accordance wltli our oijilgationa to our constitu- 
ency. But now we are transferring to one man the stuiwndous 
power o£ representing the sentiment and convictions of 110,000,- 
000 people in tremendous questions which may involve the 
peace or may involve tiie war of the world. 

However you view tlie question of unanimous consent, it 
does not protect ns. 

What is the i-esult of all this? ^Vo aie in tlie midst of all 
of the uffaii's of Eui'ope. We have entangled ouraelves with nl! 
■•European concerns. We have Joined in alliance with alt the 
Bnrbpenu nations which have thus far joined the league, and 
all nations which may be admitted to the league. We arc 
sitting there dabbling in their affairs and intermeddling lu 
their concerns. In other words, Mr. President — and this comes 
to the question which Is fundamental with me— we have for- 
feited and surrendered, once and for all, the great policy of 
" no entangling alliances " upon which the strength of this Itc- 
puljllc has been founded for 150 years. 

My friends of reservations, tell we where is tlie reservutiim 
in these articles which protects us against entangling alliances * 
rtltli Euroiie? 

Those who are differing over reservations, tell me what one 
of them protects the doctrine laid down hy the Father of our 
Country, That fundamental proposition Ls surrendered, and 
we are a iMirt of the European turmoil^ and conillcts from the 
lime we enter this league. 

Let us not underestimate that. There has never been an 
hour since the Venezuelan difliculty that there has not been 
operating In this country, fed by domestic and foreign sources, 
a powerful propaganda for the destruction of the doctrine of 
no entangling alliances. 

Lloyd-Geoi^e is reported to have said Just a few days before 
tlie conference met at Verscilles that Gi'ent Britain could give 
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itp mncti, aad wookl be wining to sacrifice miicb, to bare 
Americn wltbdr&w from that policy. That wab one Ot tlie 
great objects of the entire cantereDCe St Veraeiltes, so far as 
the foreign representatives were concerned. Clemencean and 
Lloyd-GeoFge and ottters tike them were willing; to make an; 
reasonable sacrifice which woaM draw America avrtiy from ' 
her Isolation and into the Internal affairs and coDcetns ol 
Barope. Tills league of nations, with or without reserratlons, 
whatever else It does or does not do, does snrrender and 
sacrifice that policy; and once having surrendered and be<3ome 
a part of the European eoBcems, where, my frirnds, are you 
going to stop? 

Yon hare put In here a leservatlou npon the Monroe doc- 
trine. I think that, in so far as langna^ conld protect the 
Monroe doctrine, ft has been protected. But as a practical 
proposition, as a working proposition, tell me candidly, as 
men familiar with the histoid of yonr country and of other 
conntries, do you think that yon can Intermeddle in European 
nifnini and keep Enrope from Intermeddling in yonr affairs? 

When Mr. Monroe wrote to Jefferson, be a^ed him his view 
irpon the Monroe doctrine, and Mr. Jefferson said, in substance, 
oiir first and primary obligation should be never to Interfere 
in European affairs ; and. secondly, nerer to permit Europe to 
Interfere in our oftalrs. 

He nnderstood, ns every wise and practical man understands, 
that if we intermeddle in her offalrB, If we help to adjust her 
conditions, Inevitably and remorselessly Europe then will be 
currietl into our affairs, in spite of anything you can write 
upon paper. 

We't-an not protect the Monroe doctrine iinlesH wo iitotect the 
ItttsU- principle upon which it rests, and that If the Washington 
IHilUry. I (1(1 not care how earnestly you may endeavor to do so. 
as a t)rurllcal working proposition, your league will come to the 
ITnlted Stntcti. "Will you pei-mlt me to digress long enough to 
i-ead !i iMiragi-nph from ti great Ffen(!h editor ui>oii this particular 
phase of the ninller, Sir. Stephen I-iiusanne, editor of I* Matin, 
of Paris : 
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e coasctl M tbe leaRne of nattiniB tfx» " the res- 
lonftbte llntlte of the armameiit at Peru " ; when II sluill demiDil tntoTiuv 
tlOD eoEwrnlDg the dbtbI program of Braill ; when It ehall tel! Argen- 
Oaa. obit «bali k« the taeaanM of the " cmtrtbutloB to tk? nnocd forEW 
to protect the slgnatutes of the social covenant " ; when It shall demand 
the ImmeiltHte r^tetintlon of the treaty between the Unltefl States and 
Canada at Oe seat of tfa* leasne. It will coHtro), whether <t Wills or mt, 
tbe destines of Amprlca. And when the American States shuU he 
ebltged to take a kaud to vrreej war or mensce of war in Bnrope (nrf, 
11), the; will necessarily fall afoul of the fnndameatal principle luld 
down b; Monroe, which was that Anierlcana should never take part In 



If the league takes in tbe world, then Europe muat mix In the aSaira 
of America ; If only Europe la Inctnded, then America will violate of 
■vcesaltj her own doctrlDO t7 Utenntzlng Is tb* aSalra of Europe. 

If tbe lefigne Includes the afCalrs of tbe work), does tt not In- 
ehide tbe affatn of an tbe world? Is there any limitation of the 
tvriaiietlloa of the couiMil or of tbe aaaemblr upon tlw question 
of peace or war 7 Does it not have bow, liuder the reieiratlons, 
tbe same as It had Itefore, tbe power to deal witb all matters of 
peace or war throuKlioat tbe catlre world? Hon- idiall yoti keep 
frwu iiie4ldll&g 1& tbe afTalrs of Europe or Keep Europe from 
meddHng la the affairs of America? 

Mr. Pre^deot, there Is anotber and even a more comiuandlng 
reason wliy I shall record my vote sgalnBt this treaty. It 
Imperils wliat I conceive to be the underlying, the very flrgt 
prlDdplee of this Kepubltc. It ia In conflict witb the right of 
our people to govern ttiemselTes tree from alt restraint, legal 
or uOTal, of foreiftn powers. It challenees every tenet of my 
political fnlth. If this faith were one at ray o«ni contriving, tf 
I f^ood ber^ to as&^t prlnclplee of goremment of my own crolv- 
iBg, I nilKlit wri) be charged with IntoleraMe presumption, for 
tfe iiH recognize the ablHty of those who urge a dtflSerent course. 
But I offer in Justification of my course nothing of my own — 
save the deep nnd abtding reverence I han? for tl»oae whose 
tx^des I humbly but most ardently support. I ciftlm no merit 
save Adellt; to American j^lndplea nnd devotion to American 
ideals as they were wronght out from time to time by those who 
Inrilt the Republic and as they have been extended nml main- 
tained throu^iout these years. In opponlng the trenly I iki 
nothing more than decHne to renouncB and tear out of iiiy life 
the sacred traditions whicli thmnghout 50 years Imve been 
translated into my whole intellertunl and iitorot belnp, I will 
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not, I con not, give up my belief tliat America must, not alone 
for the happiness of lier own people, but for the moral guidance 
anil greater couteutment of the world, be permitted to live her 
own life. Next to the tie which hinds a man to his God Is the 
lie which binds a man to his country, aud all schemes, all plans; 
however ambitious and fascinating they geem la their proposal, 
but which would embaiTass or eotangle aud impede or ahnckle 
lier sovereign will, which would compromise lier fi-eedom ot 
action -I unhesitatingly put behind me. 

Sir, since tbe debate opened months ego those of us who 
have stood against this proposition have been taunted many 
times witli being little Americans. I^ave us tie word Ameri- 
can, keep tliat In your pi'esumptuoi>s Impeaehment. and no 
luuut can disturb us, uo gibe diseonipose our purposes. Call 
us little Americans If you will, but leave us the consolation 
and the pride which the term American, however modified, 
still Imparts. Take away that term and thougli you should coin 
ill telling phrase your liighest eiilog>- we would hurl It back 
as tomniou slander. We have been ridlcr.led because, forsooth, 
of our limited vision. Possibly that cliarge may he ti-ue. Who 
is there here that can rend the future? Time, aud time alone, 
iinening and remorseless, will give us each our proper place lii 
the affections of our couiitiTmen and in the esteem and com- 
mendation of those who are to come after us. We neither fear 
nor court her favor. But If our vision has been circumscribed 
It has at all times within Its compass been clear and steady. 
AVo have sought nothing save the tranquility of our own people 
aud the honor aud Independence of our own Bepubllc. No 
foreign llottery, no iTOSSlble world glory aud power lune dis- 
turbed our poise or come between us aud our devotion to the 
traditions which liave made us a people or the policies which 
have made us a Nation, unselfisii and commanding. If we have 
erred we have erred out of loo much love for those things 
wlilcJi fi-ora cliildhood yoti and we together have been taught to 
revere — yes, to defend even at the cost of limb and lite. If 
we have eried It Is because we have placed too high an estimate 
upon the wisdom of Washington aud Jefferson, too exalted an 
opinion npon the patriotism of the saluted Lincoln. Ami blame 
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UB not therefore tf we hsve. In our Itmlted tIsIod, seemed some- 
times bitter and Rt all times iincomiwomtsiiig, for tbe thtngs for 
which we have spoken, feebt; spoken, the tfiiogs which we have 
endeavored to defend have be«i tbe things for which your 
fotbers and our fathers were wllllngr to die. 

Benators, even In an hour bo big with expectancy we shonld 
not dose our eyes to the fact that democracy la something more, 
vastly more, than a mere form of government by which society, 
U restrained into free and orderly life. It Is a moral entity, a 
■ptrltnal force as well. And these are things which live only 
and alone in the atmosphere of liberty. The fonndatEon up<n; 
whl<A detnocraey rests Is faith In the moral Instincts of tbe 
people. Its ballot boxes, tbe franchise. Its laws, and constitu- 
tions are but the outward manifestations of the deeper and 
more essential tldng — a continuing trust in the moral purpome 
Of the average man and woman. When this la lost or forfetteid 
your outward forma, however demoeraUc In terme, are a 
mockery. Force may find cxpresalon through InstlttitlonB demo- 
cratic in etmctore equal with the simple and more direct proc- 
esses of a single supreme ruler. These distinguishing virtues 
of a real republic you can not commingle with the discordant 
and deetractlve forces of the Old World and still preserve them. 
Yoa can not yoke a government whose fundamental maxim Is 
that of liberty to a government whose first law Is that of force 
and hotie to preserve the farmer. These things are in eternal 
war, and ime mu^ ultimately destroy the other. Ytm may 
still keep fOr n time tlie outward form, you may stilt delude 
yourself, as othera have done In the past, with appearances and 
symbols, but when you shall have committed this Republic to a 
scheme of world control based upon force, npon the combined 
military force of tbe four great nations of the world, you will 
have soon destroyed the atmosphere of freedom, of confidence 
in tbe self-governing capacity of the masses, in which alone a 
democracy may thrive. Wo may become one of the four dic- 
tators of the world, but we shall no longer be master of our 
own spirit. And what shall it profit us as a I^ntlon If we shall 
go forth to the dominion of the earth and share with others the 
glory of world control and lose that fine sense of confidence In 
the people, tbe soul of demowaw. 
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Look upon the scene as It Is now presentet]. Beliold tlie 
task we aie to aBsiime, and then contemplate tlie method by 
wliicli we are to deal with this task. Is the method such aa 
to Address itself to a Government "COTicelved In liberty and 
dedicated to the proposition that all men are created equal " ? 
Wlieii tills league, this combination, is formed four great pow- 
ers repi-eseuting the dominant people will rule one-half of tbe 
inlmbitants of tlie globe as subject peoples — rule by force, and 
we shall be a parly to the rale of force. There la no other 
way by which you can keep people in subjection. You must 
either give them independence, recognize their rights as na- 
tions to live their own life and to set up their own form of 
government, or you must deny tiiem these things by force. 
That is the scheme, the method proposed by the league. It pro- 
poses uo other. We will in time become loured to its Inhuman 
precepts and Its soulless methods, strange as this doctiine now 
seems to a free iieople. If we stay with our contract, we 
will come in time to declare with our associates that foi'ce — 
force, (lie creed of tUe Prussian military oligarchy— is after all 
liie tnie foundation uiwn which must rest all stable goi'ernuients. 
Korea, despoiled and bleeding at every iiore ; India, sweltering 
In Ignorance and burdene<1 with Inhuman taxes after inoro 
than a hundred years of dominant rule; Egypt, trapped and 
robbed of her birthright ; Ireland, with 700 yeai-s of sacrifice 
for Ind^tendencc— this is the task, this is tbe atmosphere, and 
lUls is tlie creed in and under which we are to keep alive 
our belief In the moral purposes and self-governing capacity 
of the people, a belief without which the Republic must dis- 
integrate and die. The maxim of liberty will soon give way 
to the i-ule of blood and Iron. Wo have been pleading here 
for our Constitution. Conform this league, It has been said, to 
the technical teima of our charter and all will be well. But I 
declare to you that we must go further and conform to those 
sentiments and passions for Justice and freedom which are 
essential to the existence of democracy. You must respect not 
territorial boundaries, not territorial Integrity, but you must 
resiiect ftud pn'serve tiio sentiments and passions for Justice 
and for freedom which God In bis inHnite wisdom has planted 
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w <teep In the liuatsn heart ttiat no form of trniiiDy however 
brutal, no perse<Mitl9n however prolonged con wholly uproot 
ftnd kill. Iteipeet Datlonallty, respect justice, respect freedom, 
and you may Save some hope of peace, but not so If you make 
your standard tlie standarfl of tyrants and despots, the protec- 
tion of real estate regardless of how It is obained. 

Sir, we are told that this treaty means peace. B\-en so„I would 
hot pay the price. Would you purchase peace at the cost of auy 
part of our independence? We could have bad jieace in 1776 — 
the price was It^h, but we could tiave bad It. James Otis. Sam 
Aiilams. Hancock, and Warren were surrounded by those who 
urged peace and Brttish rule. AM thronj* that long and trying 
struggle, particularly wh«i tlie clouds of adversity lowered upon 
the cause there was a cry of peace — let i^s have .peace. We 
could have had peace In 1860; Lincoln was counseled by men of 
great inflnenco and accredited wisdom to let our brothers — 
and, tbAuk heaven, tbey are brothers — d^tart in peace. But 
the tendM', loving Lducoin, bending under the fearful weight of 
Impending civil war, an apostle of peace, refused to pay the 
price, and a reunited country will praise his name forever 
more — bless it because he refused peace at the prtee of rational 
honor and national integrity. Peace upon any other basis than 
national independence, peace purchased at tlie cost of any 
part of our national integrity, is fit only for slaves, and even 
when purchased at such a jnlce it is a delo-slon, for it can not 
last 

But your treaty does not mean peace — far, v«7 far, from It. 
If we are to Judge the future by ttte past It meoiffi war. Is tliere 
any gnarauty of peace other than the eiu>nu>ty whlc^ comes of 
the otntrol of the war-mablug power by the people? Set what 
great rule of deiaocracy does the treaty leave unasialted? The 
people In whose ke^ting alone you can safely lo^e tlw power oC 
pence or war nmvhere, at no tinie and in no place, iiare 
any voice In tills scheme for world peace, Autocracy whitdi 
has batlted the norld In blood for centuries retgne wipreme. 
Democracy Is everywhere escluded. This, you say, means 
peace. 

Oau you hope for peace vthax love of country Is dlsiegarded 
in your scheme, when the spirit of nationality is rejected, even 
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Bcoflfcil iit? Yet what taw of that moving nnd mysterious force 
does your ti'eaty not deny? Witli a nitlilessnesa unparalleled 
your treaty in a dozen instances ruus counter to the dlvlue law 
ol nationality. Peoples who speak the same language, hneel at 
the same ancestral tombs, moved by tlie same traditions, uni- 
iiiateil by a common hope, are tom asunder, bi-oken iu pieces, 
divided, and paiceled out to antagonistic nations. And this you 
call Justice. This, you cry, means peace. Peoples who have 
di-eamed of Independence, sti'uggled and been patient, sacrificed 
and been hopeful, peoples who were told that through this peace 
conference they should realize the aspirations of centuries, have 
again had tlielr hopes dashe<l to earth. One of the most strlli- 
log and commanding figures in this war, soldier and statesman, 
turned away from the peace table at Versailles declaring to the 
world, " The promise of the new life, the victory of the great 
humane ideals for which the peoples have slied their blood 
and their treasure without stint, the fulfillment of their aspira- 
tions toward a new International order and a fairer and l>etter 
world' are not written Into the treaty." No; your treaty means 
Injustice. It means slavery. It means war. And to all this you 
nsk this Bepubiic to become a party. Xou ask It to abandon the 
creed under widch it lias grown to power and accept the creed 
of autocracy, the creed of repression and force. 

Mr. President, I turn from this scheme based upou force 
to another scheme, planner! 143 years ago in old Independence 
Hall, in the city of Philadetphia, based upon liberty. I like 
It better. I have become so accustomed to believe In it that it 
is difficult for me to reject It out of hand. I have difficulty 
iu subscribing to tlie new creed of oppression, the ei-eed of 
dominant and subject iieoples. I feel a reluctance to give up 
tlie belief that all men are created equal — the enternal princi- 
ple in goveromeut that all governments derive their just pow- 
ers froui tlie consent of the goveroed. I can not get my con- 
sent to eschange the doctrine of George Washington for the 
doctrine of Fi-etlerlck the Great translated Into mendacious 
phrases of peace. I go baclt to that serene and masterful soul 
who pointed the way to poiver and glory for the new and 
then weak Republic, and whose teachings and admonitions 
even in our majesty and dominance we dare not disregard. 

I know well the answer to ray ^^ntention. It has been 
piped about of late from a thousand sources— vpnal sources, 
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disIofBl sonrces, sinister sot]n!«9 — that Washlogton's ^sdora 
WB8 of hU day onlr and that his teflchtogs are ont of faEblon — 
thinga loDg since seat to the scrap beap of history— ttiat while 
he was great in character and noble fn sonl he was untrained 
In the arts of statecraft and unlearned In the science of gov- 
ernment. The puny demagogue, the barren editor, the sterile 
professor now vie with each other Id apologizing for the tem- 
porary and commonplace expedients which the Father of our 
Country felt constrained to adopt in building a republic '. 

-What la the test of statesmanship? Is It the foi-mtttlon of 
tlieories, the utterance of abstract and Incontrovertible truths, 
or la it the capacity and the power to give to n people that con- 
crete thing colled iii>erty, that vital and Indispensable thing in 
liuman happiness culled free institutions and to establish over 
all and ai>ove nil the blessed and eternal reign of onler and law? 
ir this be the test, where shall we flod another whose name Is 
entitled to be written beside the name of Washington? HIa 
Judgment and poise In the hour of turmoil and peril, hta 
courage and vision In times of adversity, his firm grasp of 
fnndamental principles, his almost inspirml power to penetrate 
the future and read there the result, the effect of policies, have 
never been excelled, if equaled, by any of the world's coramou- 
\venlth builders. Peter the Great, William the Silent, and 
Cromwell the Protector, these and these alone perhaps are to 
be associated with his name as the builders of Stales and the 
founders of governments. But In exaltation of moral purpose, 
in tlie unselfish character of his work. In the durability of his 
policies, in the permanency of the institutions which lie more 
than anyone else called into effect, his service to mantlnd stands 
out separate and apart in a class by Itself. The woilts of these 
other great builders, where are they now? But tho work of 
Washington Is still the most potent influence for the advance- 
ment of civilization and the freedom of the race. 

Reflect for a moment over his achievements. He led the 
Itevoiatiouary Army to victory. He was the very first to suggest 
a union instead of a confedei-acy. He presided over and 
counseled with great wisdom the convention which frame<I the 
Constitution. He guided the Government through Its first 
perilous years. He ^^avc dignity and stability and honor to 
that which was looked upon by the world as a passinK experi- 
ment, and flnatl.v, my friends, as Uis own peculiar and par- 
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llculai- contribution to tlie bappiuess of lila countrymen and to 
the cause of tlie Republic, he gave us lils great foreign policy 
under wliicli ive have lived and prospered and strengthened for 
nearly ii century and a half. This policy ia the most aublime 
conflrmiition of Ilia genius as a statesman. It was then, and 
it now is. an indispensable part of our whole scheme of gov- 
ernment. It ia to-day a vital, iudispensahle element in our 
entire plan, purpose, and mission as a nation. To abandon ft 
Is nothing leas than a betrayal of the American people. I say 
betrayal delibemtely, in view of tiie suffering and the sacrifice 
which will follow in the wake of such a course. 

But under the stress and strain of tliese extraordinary days, 
wJien strung men are being swept down by the onrushing forces 
of disorder and change, when the most sacred things of life, the 
most clierlslied liopes of a Christian world seem to yield to. the 
mud forces of discontent — Just such days as Wasiilngton passed 
Ihrougii when tlie mobs of Paris, wild with new liberty and drunk 
with power, challenged the estabiislieci institutions of all the 
world, liut ills steadfast soul was unsiiaken — under tliese condi- 
tions come again we are about to abandon this policy so essen- 
tial 10 our liappiness and tranquillity as a people ami our sta- 
bility as n Goveiinuent. No leader wiCh his connnanding in' 
lltience and hLs unqualllng courage stands forth to stem the 
current. But what no leader can or will do experience, bitter 
experlenci\ and the people of this country in whose keeping, 
after all, Ihauk God, Is tlie Repulilic, will ultimately do. If we 
abandon his leadership and teachings, we will go back. We will 
return to tills policy. Americanism shall not, can not die. We 
may go back in siickcloth and ashes, but we wilt return to the 
faith of tlie father^!, America will live licr oiyn 'if"?- The 
Independence of this Ilepubllc will have ita defenders. Thou- 
sands Lave suffei'ed and tiled for it, and their sons and 
daughters are not of the breo<l who will be betrayed Into the 
liands of foreigners. Tlie noble face of the Father of Ills 
Country, so familiar to every boy and girl, looking out from 
tiic walls of the Capitol in stem i-eproacli, will call those who 
come here for public ser\'icc to a reckoning. The people of our 
beloved country will finally speak, and we will return to the 
policy which we now abandon. America disenthralled and free 
In spite of all these things will continue her mission in the cause 
of peace, of fi-eedon). and of civilization. 
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